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Country/Organisation: Bangladesh - Kathak Academy 

 

What are the primary challenges your country faces in ensuring equal access to justice within 

your criminal justice system? How do these challenges impact groups in vulnerable situation 

in your society? Please provide a thorough and detailed response. 

Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aims to promote peaceful and inclusive 

societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all, and build effective, 

accountable, and inclusive institutions at all levels. Implementing Goal 16 requires concerted 

efforts from governments, civil society, international organizations, and other stakeholders.  

 

Can you provide examples of initiatives or policies that have been successful in addressing 

access to justice issues in your country? What key lessons have been learned from these 

initiatives or policies? Please provide a thorough and detailed response. 

1.Policy and Institutional Reform: Governments need to enact and enforce policies that promote 

good governance, transparency, and accountability. This involves reforming legal frameworks, 

strengthening institutions, and combating corruption. 

4.Promote Peace and Conflict Resolution: Support initiatives that prevent and resolve conflicts, 

promote social cohesion, and build peaceful and inclusive societies. This may involve 

peacebuilding efforts, mediation and reconciliation processes, and fostering dialogue among 

diverse communities. 

5.Protect Human Rights: Uphold human rights standards and protect vulnerable populations, 

including women, children, minorities, and indigenous peoples. This requires addressing issues 

such as discrimination, violence, and exploitation, and promoting the rule of law and respect for 

human dignity. 

 

What are the best practices currently being implemented in your criminal justice system to 

enhance access to legal aid and fair trials? How do these best practices improve outcomes for 

individuals involved in the criminal justice system? Please provide a thorough and detailed 

response. 

2.Access to Justice: Ensure equal access to justice for all citizens, regardless of their 

socioeconomic status, gender, ethnicity, or other factors. This may involve legal aid programs, 
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community-based justice mechanisms, and improving the efficiency and fairness of judicial 

systems. 

7.Data Collection and Monitoring: Improve data collection, monitoring, and reporting 

mechanisms to track progress towards Goal 16 targets and identify areas for improvement. This 

involves establishing robust indicators, conducting regular assessments, and promoting data 

transparency and accessibility. 

8.International Cooperation: Foster international cooperation and partnerships to support national 

efforts towards achieving Goal 16. This includes sharing best practices, providing technical 

assistance and financial support, and collaborating on cross-border issues such as organized crime, 

terrorism, and corruption. 

 

What factors have been crucial in enabling successful reforms or improvements in your 

criminal justice system? How can these enabling factors be replicated or adapted in other 

contexts or regions to ensure equal access to justice for all? Please provide a thorough and 

detailed response. 

3.Capacity Building: Invest in building the capacity of institutions responsible for upholding the 

rule of law, promoting human rights, and ensuring access to justice. This includes training for 

judges, lawyers, law enforcement officers, and other justice sector professionals. 

9.Raise Awareness: Raise awareness among policymakers, stakeholders, and the general public 

about the importance of Goal 16 and its linkages with other SDGs. This can help mobilize 

support, build consensus, and generate momentum for action at the national and global levels. 

Here are some ways to expedite the implementation of SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong 

Institutions) with a focus on Bangladesh: 

Strengthening Institutions: 

• Fight corruption: Implement stricter anti-corruption measures, increase transparency in 

government spending, and empower independent institutions to investigate and prosecute 

corruption. 

• Judicial reform: Focus on improving access to justice for all citizens, streamlining court 

procedures, and ensuring fair trials. 

• Invest in law enforcement: Provide proper training and equipment to law enforcement 

agencies to ensure professionalism and respect for human rights. 

Promoting Peaceful Societies: 

• Interfaith dialogue: Encourage dialogue and understanding between different religious 

and ethnic groups to address potential conflicts. 

• Civic engagement: Support civil society organizations working on peacebuilding 

initiatives and promoting citizen participation in decision-making. 
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• Education for peace: Integrate peace education into school curriculums to foster tolerance, 

conflict resolution skills, and respect for the rule of law. 

Building Partnerships: 

• International cooperation: Collaborate with other countries and international organizations 

to address transnational crime, terrorism, and human trafficking. 

• Public-private partnerships: Encourage partnerships between the government, private 

sector, and civil society to create effective solutions for peacebuilding and justice 

initiatives. 

• Youth engagement: Empower young people through education and leadership training to 

be active participants in promoting peace and justice. 

Data and Monitoring: 

• Collect data: Regularly collect and analyze data on crime, corruption, and access to justice 

to measure progress and identify areas needing improvement. 

• Set clear targets: Establish clear and measurable targets for achieving SDG 16 goals, 

allowing for progress tracking and accountability. 

• Public awareness: Increase public awareness about SDG 16 and its importance for a more 

peaceful and just society. 

Specific to Bangladesh: 

• Address root causes of conflict: Focus on resolving underlying issues like poverty, 

inequality, and social exclusion, which can contribute to violence and instability. 

• Ensure media freedom: Protect independent media to promote transparency and hold 

institutions accountable. 

• Invest in mental health: Provide resources for mental health care to address trauma and 

promote social cohesion. 

By implementing these strategies, Bangladesh can make significant progress towards achieving 

SDG 16 and building a more peaceful, just, and inclusive society. 
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